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Experience 

Design Manager /Valueworks.co.uk


April 2009 - Present

My role is to create engaging and easy to use design interfaces for complex pieces of software and websites. At Valueworks, we split development work between offshore developers and in house developers using different technologies. My challenge currently, is to create a common user interface to marry all the bits of software together and create an overall brand. 

We currently have two main products; 

· shop4support.com – A web site/ web app, which has to be accessible to all. Users would include Local Authorities, Budget Managers and Personal users who could have a range of disabilities including mental and physical disabilities. We have held user group feedback sessions to gain knowledge to create a user interface that would suit all. Additions include text and contrast settings, a text reader and a clutter free design. We aim to be AAA compliant and continually work towards this standard.


· e-Marketplaces – My current project, which is currently in its first phase. We currently have three separate products; Catalogue Management, Eproc 2 and e-Marketplaces, which are all, built using separate technologies. My goal is to integrate them into one product under the e-Marketplaces branding to give the impression of one unified product. I have been responsible for the design and prototyping of e-Marketplaces using Photoshop, XHTML, JQuery and CSS.
I also offer advice on user experience, work with the business analysts and to manage the design department, covering all marketing and design areas such as fliers, email campaigns and recently, an office re-design.

Web Designer /lep.co.uk



 July 2006 – April 2009 

Working in the web design department at the Lancashire Evening Post, to produce work for online editorial content, and also the commercial department; producing brochure websites, banners and skyscrapers, and the occasional print based job. This was my first web design job and I gained key skills, which include CSS and XHTML. 

Previous to my Web Designer role I worked as a Mac Operator. My role involved creating adverts for the local newspapers using Quark Express.

Skills
	Primary Skills
	Further Skills
	Misc Skills

	
	
	

	XHTML
	Illustrator
	Management skills

	CSS
	Visual Studio
	Driving license

	Photoshop
	PHP
	Print experience

	Visual Design
	Flash 
	Devoted father

	Interface Design
	JavaScript
	

	Prototyping
	Subversion
	

	
	In-Design
	


I have recently attended a course, Designing Websites with ASP.NET, provided by Learning Tree to expand my skill set. The aim of the course was to gain a better understanding of the development process and to help me hand over better wireframes to the developers. I am competent enough to build a simple website using Visual Studio. 

My next steps planned for the future is to gain a better understanding on SEO and to hopefully enrol onto a course to strengthen my knowledge.

Education

BA Digital Arts /John Moore’s Liverpool
          August 2001 – June 2004

The course provided me with the skills, experience and the independence to work in my chosen field. Although the course was very diverse, I decided to narrow down my skills in the final third year to focus more on the web and interface design.

About me

I am a web/ UI designer currently based in Wigan of oriental origin. Although I was brought up in sunny Middlesbrough, I have still got roots in my parents’ traditions and eating habits.

Having recently become a father, my responsibilities have heightened and the sense of becoming a provider for my wife and child are one of the most important aspects of my life.

Aside from work and parenting, I also enjoy a game of football, reading, music and the occasional video game. I also run a personal blog on my website which aims to cover tutorials and design related articles.
